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MAPAL expands its Meiningen plant
WEISSKOPF Werkzeuge, a MAPAL subsidiary located in Meiningen/Germany, has
expanded its production capacity through the addition of a second manufacturing hall
and administrative wing. Numerous guests from the worlds of economics and politics
were present at the opening, including the Economics Minister for the State of
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Thuringia, Wolfgang Tiefensee. A modern, air-conditioned building, boasting a
production area of around 1,100 square metres and a 500 square metre
administrative wing, was constructed on a site of over 15,000 square metres. The
new building has simultaneously doubled WEISSKOPF’s production capacity and
allowed lean and efficient production processes to emerge. Whilst the project was
being developed, a modern energy plan was put into place. It conforms to all the
latest standards and uses ten percent less energy than is stipulated by the minimum
requirements of the German energy saving regulations.
MAPAL has invested 8.5 million euros in constructing the new building and has
created 25 new jobs so far. The State of Thuringia supported the construction project
by granting subsidies. WEISSKOPF specialises in manufacturing solid carbide
special and miniature tools. Its incorporation into the MAPAL Group in 2012 gave it a
more international orientation. Since then the Meiningen-based company has seen a
substantial increase in orders. The number of employees has risen from 50 to the
present figure of 92. Therefore, two years ago, the decision was taken to build an
additional production hall. At that time the plant was already operating at full
capacity. An application day took place at WEISSKOPF immediately after the new
building was opened. The company is currently seeking to employ additional
specialists.
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MAPAL has expanded its Competence Centre for miniature tools in Meiningen, Thuringia.
From the left: Dr Tim Gudszend (Managing Director, WEISSKOPF Werkzeuge), Dr Jochen
Kress (Member of the Executive Board of MAPAL), Wolfgang Tiefensee (Thuringian Minister
for Economic Affairs, Science and Digital Society), Dr Dieter Kress (President of MAPAL).
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Short profile MAPAL Dr. Kress KG:
MAPAL – tooling the customer's success
MAPAL Präzisionswerkzeuge Dr. Kress KG is one of the leading international suppliers of
precision tools for the machining of practically all materials. The company founded in 1950
supplies leading customers from the automotive and aerospace industries and from machine
and plant engineering. With its innovations the family-owned company sets trends and
standards in production and machining technology. MAPAL sees itself as a technology
partner, supporting its customers with the development of efficient and resource-conserving
machining processes using individual tool concepts. The company is represented with
production facilities, sales subsidiaries and representatives in 44 countries worldwide. In 2015
the MAPAL Group had 4,800 employees, generating sales of EUR 540 million.
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